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throne, at his coronation, and this done, she threw
herself at his feet, and begged to be dismissed to feed
her flock as a simple peasant, a request not complied
with unfortunately, since she was captured a few
weeks after, sold to the English, only to be burned as a
witch at Rouen. Here also in the Sacristy we were
shown the fragments of the Sainte Ampoule, the phial
of holy oil given by an Angel to Clovis, from which the
Kings of France were anointed at their coronation,
until a Revolutionist broke it in pieces in 1793, so that
a new one had to be made*
e I wish you could have seen with us the rare Church
plate, and the Archbishop's coronation robes of richest
golden broidery made for the Sacring of Charles X.
* We have seen a great many fine Churches, and
were particularly struck with that of Laon, which,
perfect in itself, has a wonderful site, on a solitary hill
rising out of the'plain, visible far and near.   It has been
for 30 years past under repair at the expense of the
French Government, which does for its Churches what
private individuals do for ours: perhaps the French
do too much scarifying and giving a modern aspect to
what ought to be venerable from age.'
1 Senlis, Aug. 18,1882.
* I changed our place of halt on Wednesday night
to Chantilly, Jennings having heard a great deal of the
Due d'Aumale's newly built cMteau.   It is not open
to the public, but on my making up to Mr Miles, the
Duke's English groom of the chambers, and telling him
I was known to the Duke, we saw the interior to
great advantage.
* It is really superb: the finest thing, I suppose, in all
France after Royal Palaces.   The pictures, many of
which I had seen at Twickenham, are most choice and
of the highest value, including a Raphael Holy Family
not a foot square, for which 5000 guineas were paid.
'The furnishing of the rooms is sumpttious",. one,